VETERINARY  METHODS

His companions now released their hold and the animal
bounded off, swishing its tail merrily and doubtless no
worse for the experience,1 to join its kindred that had
passed on up the valley.

'But you Badawin have no such practices?' I said,
turning to a Bait Kathiri of the steppes.

'Tawakkul al Allah> uttered with upturned eyes, was the
pious response of this man - 'but after cauterising a camel
for lameness we sometimes break a twig to throw after her
and say, "Kesert cud: <wa sher ma'aud" - a twig (incense ?)
is broken: evil return not.'

Next morning I went over to witness the practice of
nafakh or vaginal blowing, which is universal amongst
these tribes, as a stimulant to milk production. The animal
stood, its hind legs firmly bound, while a boy coaxed it with
food to be still. The owner took a deep breath, and
holding the cow's tail to the side, applied his lips to the
vagina and emptied his lungs: he drew back for a moment,
holding her with his other hand, so as to prevent the escape
of air, then took another deep breath and repeated the
performance, running his hand along the udder at the same
time to see whether she was responding to his action. This
practice is said sometimes to be undertaken by the practi-
tioner with his mouth full of salt, but I have not seen this
done, though I have often witnessed nafakh operations.

The Qara at Khiyunt seemed in a bad temper. At first
I fancied I might be the cause of their dispute, and
wondered if they meant to hold me to ransom - a thing
never yet done, to my knowledge, in Arabia. There was a
real risk of bloodshed, however, and of my being unluckily

1 After cattle are stalled at night, women will sometimes go among them
carrying burning incense.
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